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TAGS: PFOR PINT ET US 

SUBJ: ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE IN ASMARA OF MAAG AIRCRAFT 
REF: ADDIS 0283 AND ADDIS 0480 

1. DURING JANUARY 1 1 ENGINE CHECK ON MAAG AIRCRAFT C-54 45-594, 

WHICH HAD BEEN TEMPORARILY GROUNDED IN ASMARA FOR AN ENGINE CHANGE, 
OBSERVERS NOTICED FUEL LEAKING FROM AN ENGINE. THE ENSUING 
INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT ANYLON-REINFORCED RUBBER FUEL HOSE 
HAD BEEN CUT IN FOUR PLACES. THE CUTS WERE VERY DIFFICULT TO 
DETECT AND MADE IN A MANNER WHICH INDICATES THAT THE INTENT WAS 
TO WEAKEN THE HOSE SO THAT IT WOULD GRADUALLY FAIL UNDER PRESSURE. 

IF THE HOSE HAD FAILED IN FLIGHT, A MASSIVE FUEL-FED FIRE WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE OCCURRED. 

2. MAAG ESTIMATES THAT THE WOULD-BE SABOTEUR HAD TO HAVE HAD 
POSITIVE KNOWLEDGE OF C-54 AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS AND THE PROBABLE 
RESULTS OF HIS ACTION. SINCE THE COWL OF THE SABOTAGED ENGINE 
WAS NOT ERMOVED BY THE GROUND CREW, THE WOULD-BE SABOTEUR HAD 
TO REMOVE AT LEAST ONE COWL AND WOULD NEED A FLASHLIGHT TO SEE 
THE HOSE. THE WOULD-BE SABOTEUR, THEREFORE, MAY HAVE BEEN AN 
EX-C-54 MECHANIC OR EXPERIENCED ENGINE MECHANIC. OTHER THAN 
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THE ETHIOPIAN AIR FORCE HAD ACCESS TO THE MAAG AIRCRAFT. 

3. ON JANUARY 14 THE REPAIRED AIRCRAFT WAS FULLY CHECKED AND 
RETURNED TO ADDIS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THE MOST SERIOUS ACTION TO DATE TAKEN AGAINST 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT IN ETHIOPIA. THE INTENT WAS OB 
VIOUSLY TO KILL AMERICAN PERSONNEL. IT IS POSSIBLE, OF COURSE, THAT 
THE ACT OF ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE WAS DONE BY A INDIVIDUAL MECHANIC 
ACTING FOR REASONS OF HIS OWN. IF SO, THE ACT DOES NOT NECESSARILY 
INDICATE A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE OF FUTURE DANGER TO AMERICANS IN 
ASMARA. IF, HOWEVER, THE ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE WAS THE WORK OF A GROUP. 
SUCH ATTEMPTS MAY BE MADE AGAIN IN THE FUTURE. EMBASSY THEREFORE 
RECOMMENDS AGAIN (REFTELS) THAT THE DEPARTMENT NOW TAKE THE NEC- 
ESSARY STEPS TO ENCOURAGE AND FACILITATE THE DEPARTURE OF 
DEPENDENTS WHO WISH TO LEAVE ASMARA. THE EMBASSY, HOWEVER. 

IS NOT YET READY TO RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCT 
DEPENDENTS TO LEAVE. 
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